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COMMUNICATIONS. 
To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


Sin,—Although | can boast of no other than a 
very limited education, and am engaged in active 
commereial pursuits, cannot forego the opportunity 
pres ated me in the columns of a paper established 
on so liberal a plan as the Gospel Herald, of indulg- 
ing a strong inclination to say with the Psalmist, 
“ Come hither all ye that fear the Lord, and I will 
tell you what he hath done for my soul.” And ad- 
dressing my fellow sinners in the language of the 
prophet, as prisoners of hope, how cheering to the 
fearful and desponding spirits of those who are la- 
bouring under the gloomy uncertainty of the pre- 
vailing doctrines of the present day, is the procla- 
mation, “ Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners 
of hope?” Zech. ix. 12. Again, *Come unto me all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 


you rest.” Matthew xi.28. To whom did the Sa- | 


viour address these gracious words? Was it not to 
those Jews who were under the tuition of in- 
structors who took away the key of knowledge, 
which was Christ, the only key that could unlock 
the mysteries of all the typical sacrifices, offerings, 
and atenements under the legal dispensation ? b - 
structors, who like most of the preachers in our 
day, taught the people to expect salvation by their 
own works; lading them with the burden of pro- 
pitiating the offended Deity, by keeping the law in 
all its purity, and by their penitence, sorrow, weep- 
ing and crying, and our divines have superadded the 
doctrine, that we cannot obtain salvation until we 
have become just as willing to be damned as to be 
saved! 

It is about ten years since I became greatly trou- 
bled in spirit, from a deep sense of the awful conse- 
quence of sin, the wages of which I was made 
most bitterly to feel, even meral or spiritual death; 
for being enabled to discover by a ray of light from 
the Sun of Righteousness, the perfect holiness and 
purity of him who seareheth the heart, and requireth 
truth ia the inward parts, by the same light | saw 
my own impurity, and as | understood not the life 
bestowing truth, that Jesus was made unto me wis- 
dom, righteousness, sanctificationaod redemption; I 
considered myself an object of the evtire displ a- 
sureof my Creator. But such was his goodness, 
that by his Spirit he enabied me to plead for merey 
with such strength of faith as [ had never known be- 
fore, and which stroug!ly impressed upon my mind 
the words of Jacob,@This is none other than the 
house of God; and that it was my privilege to 
wrestle with God as Jacob did, and truly by Lis 
gracious Spirit | so prevailed as to obtain a full as- 
surance, that with him there was abundant mercy 
and love to men, the chief of sinners. In a short 
time, however, that baleful spirit of fear and unbe- 
lief, to which the heart is constantly prone, eaused 
me to sink, as did Peter, at the sight of the hoiste- 
rous wave. And here I think proper to notice one 
of the errors of Calvinism, and which, as I was 
educated a Calvinist, proved a source of great 
disquietude and despondency of spirit in my subse- 
quent religious exercises: | mean the doctrine, that 


at regeneration there is an implantation of an holy, | 


active, abiding, and living principle in the soul, 
called by some a change of heart, a new man, Christ 
within us, inherent holiness, &c., all which I had 
been taught to believe were in every Christian, 
and therefore, when the world, the flesh and a 
tempting adversary caused me to realize that in 
me there was neither light, strength, or holiness, 1 
concluded mine could not be the faith of God's 
elect. But I have since learned, that a believer is 
as dependent on the Author and Finisher of his faith. 
for light and strength for every succeeding day, as he 
was for the first ray that beamed on his understand- 
ing. And as Paul counted all things loss, that he 
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might win Christ, so would the adherents te the or- 
thodoxy of the day be incalculable gainers by the 
loss of their imagined inward holiness and sanetifi- 
cation, that they might embrace the glorious reality 
| of their righteousness in Christ, in whom alone they 
have given to them all spiritual blessings ‘The Serip- 
tural account of regeneration is as follows. First, 
“ That God, who is rich in merey, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in 
sins,hath quickened us together with Christ,and hath 
raised us up together,and made ussit together in hea- 
venly places in Christ Jesus.” Eph. ii. 4, 5, 6. so 
that we are, according te our union with our head, 
and our being in him as members of his body, cru- 
cified, dead, and raised to life with him, as saith the 
apostle, “ because we thus judge; that if one died 
for all, then were all dead; (or, all died,) and he 
died for all, that they which live should not hence- 
forth live unto themselves, but unto him who died for 
them and rose again.” 1 Cor. ii. 5,14, 15° Now, as 
regeneration is to bring to a new life that which hath 
been deprived of its first life, the above texts show, 
that we who lost our first life in Adam, are restored 
to a new and more glorious life in Christ, he being 
to us spiritually, the very same that Adam was to 
us naturally,—for as Adam was our head, so is 
Chrisi the head of every man. 1 Cor. chap. xi. 5 
And as we had such a being in Adam as rendered 
us partakers of his transgression and death, we had 
| a being in Christ, which rendered us partakers of his 
| righteousness and life, according to Paul’s declara- 
tion, Rum. v_ 18. “ As by the offence of one, judg- 
ment came upon all men unto condemnation, even 
so by the righteousness of one, the free gift came 
upon all men unte justification of life.” And 
again, “ As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive.” 1 Cor. xv.22. It wasa perfect 
knowledge of this regeneration that Paul so earnest- 
ly sought, as he saith, “ that I may know him, and 
the power of his resurrectiongand the fellowship ot 
his sufferings, being made conformable unto his 
death.” Eph. iii. 10. Again, “ I follow after, if that 
1 may apprehend that for which also | am appre- 
hended of Christ Jesus.” Eph. iii 12. Paul desired 
to understand perfectly his spiritual being in Christ, 
by which he was made partaker o/ all the blessings 
resulting from his perfect work of obedience, suf 
fering, resurrection and intercession. It was this 
regeneration by which God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself, not imputing their tres- 
passes untothem. And it is the knowledge of being 
thus reconciled to God, or in other words, seeing 
‘and tastingwby faith, which is of the operation of 
Gou’s Spirit, that the Lord is gracious to us, vile, 
and sinful, as we have been made to see ourselves, 
that fills us with joy and peace; yea, it is by this that 
our hearts are directed unto the love of God, so that 
we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
Because we see by this enlightening spirit of faith 
that there is with God abundant mercy, lov® and 
favour, toward us, though we are polluted by sin 
\and transgression. So that this direet and experi- 
| mental teaching of the Spirit,is in substance the 
| very same as is expressed inthe words above quoted, 
|namely, “that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them.” Now the above described teaching 

nd enlightening of the benighted sou! of man, by 
the Spirit of Christ, is called in Scripture a being 
bern again, aod should never be confounded with, 
or thought to be the same as regeneration; for they 
are as different from each other, as to raise a dead 
ian to life would be different from our coming into 
our present mode of existence by natural birth. 
Christ, in answer to Nicodemus, usec the natural 
birth as the most apprepriate figure by which to 
deseribe the change in the state of the mind pro- 
| duced by those enlightenings of his Spirit,and which 
isemerging froma state of mental darkness into a 





| 
| 








state of mental light; or in Scripture language, 
being delivered from the power of darkness, and 
translated into the kingdom of God’s dear Son, 
Colos. i. 13. He then uses the wind, as another 
figure, to illustrate the nature of this spiritual work ; 
showing, that as we have no other evidence of the 
existence of the wind, than the effects which it pro 
duces, so the subject of this work does not, neithe: 
can he truly know the Spirit, until his eyes are 
opened by his enlightening influences, and that the 
Spirit,like the wind,operates when, and upon whom 
the Author of all good hath determined. 

As Lhave now shown whatl believe to be the 
doctrine of regeneration, and of the Spiritual birth, 
according to the Scriptures, I proceed to give my 
views relative to their design and effects. First, 
Their design.—Rregeneration, or our being made 
alive in Christ in our collective mode of existence 
which we had in him spiritually, secures to us a 
participation in all the blessings arising from the 
obedience, sufferings, resurrection, and intercession, 
as it is written, “for both he that sanctifieth, and 
they who are sanctified, are all of one.”’ Heb. ii. 11. 
And again, “ Ifone member suffers, all the members 
suffer with it; and if one member be honoured, all 
the members rejoice with it.” And again, “ we are 
made accepted in the Beloved.” Eph. i. 6. “ And 
he hath entered into heaven itselffnow to appear in 
the presence of God for us.” Heb. ix. 24 If it then 
appears, a8 I conceive it certainly does, from the 
above testimonies, which are but a few of the nu- 
merous passages of Scripture of the same import, 
that our regeneration, whicly was effected by our 
having a spiritual and collective mode of existence 
in Christ, when he obeyed, suffered, died, and rose 
again, hath secured to us all spiritual blessings in 
him, it follows as a certain and natural effect of a 
cause, that in due time, each member of this body 
will in their individual mode of existence perfectly 
and fully enjoy all the blessings so promised for 
them. But that none will thus perfeetly and fully 
enjoy them in this life, is manifest, both from Serip- 
ture and experience. But it is also manifested by 
the same evidences, that an earnest of them is en- 
joyed in this life, by such a number of the mem- 
bers, as are denominated in Scripture the first fruits 
of the harvest, “ for we are a hind of first fruits of 
bis creatures.” Jam. i.18 “ For if the first fruit be 
holy the lump is also holy. Rom. xi 16 kor we 
know, that the whole creation groaneth and travail- 
eth together in pain until now. And not only they, 
but we ourselves also, which have the first fruits of 
the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption,to wit, the redemplion of our 
body. Rom. viii 22,23. Which first fruits I under- 
stand to be the elect, according to the foreknow- 
ledge of God; and which have in every generetion 
constituted the visible church of God, and who are 
called the excellent of the earth, a city set on an 
hill, the salt of the earth, &c. 

And that this earnest of the Spirit may be enjoyed 
by such a portion of the family of man, as in every 
generation constitute the elect, the first fruits of the 
whole harvest, it became necessary that they should 
be born again, or bern of the Spirit. by whose en- 
lightening operations they should be delivered from 
the power of darkness, and translated into the king- 
dom of God’s dear Son; and without which, the 
| could neither see norenter into the kingdom of God, 
or the gospel church state and privileges, which is 
meant by the kingdom of God, of which Christ 
was speaking to Nicodemus, John iii. 3, 5, &e. 
Hence,the designs and end of the spiritual birth, is to 
qualify us for the enjoyment of the blessings and 
privileges of the church in its present and imperfect 
state; for all must acknowledge the truth of the de- 
claration of the apostle, that “ it doth not appear 
what we shall he,” we are not fitted or prepared for 
the enjoyment of heaven in this life; and for the 
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best of reasons, we are not to have it here. Quere. 
if we are not te be prepared for,nor enjoy heaven in 
this state, when shall we? dns. Afterdeath. “ For 
we know that if our earthly house of this taberna- 
cle were dissolved; we have a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
For in this We groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed 
upon with our house which is from heaven.” 2 Cor. 
v. 1,2. From which it appears, that our personal 
fitness for heaven must take place after the dissolu- 
tion of our earthly tabernacle, and not while we are 
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pleasure to grant the knowledge of himself in this 
life, as he will be to reveal it to those who enjoyed 
such knowledge. But will he indeed reveal his 
glory in all? Let his word decide. It is written, that 
* all nations whom thou hast made shall come and 
worship before thee, O Lord, and shall glorify thy 
name. Psal. Ixxxvi.9. Unto me every knee shall 
bow, every tongue shall swear. Surely shall say, in 
the Lord have I righteousness and strength. Isa. 
xiv. 23, 24 That he by the grace of God should 
taste death for every man. Heb. ii. 9. As in Adam 


First. Of God. We have a true revelation of jj, 
Divine nature and character in the Holy Scriptures 
That his nature is love, and his character lovely, ic 
obvious. He is the only true and living Gog 
without beginning of days, or end of life. The 4) 
mighty. We have many exalted terms, by whic) 
we express our ideas of Deity; but after all, we fy) 
far short in our conceptions of his infinite perfection: 
God is the Maker of all things,—the Sovereign o/ 
all worlds. The Great Architect of the universe 
His plan, like himself, is infinite. Infinite love jx 


the moving principle in all his ways, and works; ang 
infinite perfection the end of his works. There is g 
particular relation subsisting between the Creator 
and created. This was manifested in Jesus Chyist, 
by a mystic union of the Divine and human nature 
In this is seen the mediation between the Creato, 
and created. God is every where present in his 


iall die,even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
| 1 Cor. xv. 22. I will give thee the heathen thine in- 
| heritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth thy 
| possession. Psalm ii. 8. As by the offence of one, | 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation, 
jeven so by the righteousnes of one, the free gift 
came upon ali men unto justification of life. Rom. 


at home io the body. 

Inu the spirit of meekness and love I desire to call 
upon those of every denomination who believe, and 
teach, that the change they call the new birth pre- 
pares them for, and gives them a title to heaven and 
its enjoyments ; and that without such change in 
this life, none can ever enter heaven, and denying 





that any change can take place after death, to 
pause, to reflect, and ask themselves, communing 
with their own hearts on the subject, whether the 
most pious and perfect ever are in this life sufficient- 


sence of our holy and blessed Creator? and if the 
answer in the negative, and there be no change after | 
death, do not they, by excluding the greatest part of | 
the human family from salvation, on the ground of 
their not being cleansed and prepared for that state, 
on the very same ground exclude themselves, and 


thus, by thei atte mypts to avoid the damnable error, | and all God's holy prophets, who have testified of 


as they have been taught to eall the doctrine of the 
Salvation of all men, complete the ruin of, and 
plunge tu eternal perdition the whole race of men ? 
uch are the consequences of departing from truth, | 
and attempting to establish and teach for doctrine 
the traditions of such men as Calvin, Arminius, 
Hopkins, &e. 

Brethren, for as such, I am authorized to address | 
you, by whatever sectarian name you may be dis- 
tinguished, Have we not all one Father,hath not one | 
God created us? Why should we deal treacherous- 
ly, every man against his brother? Mal. ii. 10 O! 
ye fearful and uobelieving, my mouth is open unto 
you; ye are pot straitened in or by the testimonies 
of Christ and bis apostles; but ye are straitened in | 
your » va bowels,or hearts,by receiving the oarrow- | 
hearted systems of men, who have limited the good | 
news vid glad tidings of peace and good-will, which | 
is (o all peuple, toa few, avery few. Brethren, what 
can be the design of our Saviour in granting us the 
enlightenings of his Spirit, but that we should enjoy | 
the consolations arising from a knowledge of the | 
things which belong to our peace, which is the earnest | 
of the Spirit? We walk by faithand not by sight; and 
through patience and comfort of the Seriptures have 
hope of the glory that shall be revealed tn us, when | 
our light afflictions here are ended. Su ely then, 
our spiritual birth qualifies us ouly for the spiritual 
life that we five in this state; just as our natural 
birth dees for ou lhife, and so far are we | 
from possessing iv ourselves the life of that heavenly 
state, that we are assur ed, by the declaration of Paul, 
that we are is hid with Christ tn 
God. 

If these conclusions are just, and I think nothing 
ut pfejudice can resist the testimonies adduced in 
their support, it follows, that the change which takes 
place in this life, called ia the Scriptures a being 
born again, has no more to do io precuring for us 
the heavenly inheritance, than to inform a child that 
his father would give to hiro a large estate, would 
be giving him a title, and putting him iote the im- 
mediate possession of it. Aud that a change after | 


natu 


dead, and our life 


v. 18. And he is the propitiation for the sins of the 


/whole world. 1 John ii. 2. God sent not his Son inte | ‘ ; 
‘the world to condemn the world, but that the world | of redemption; and eventuate in the happiness 0, 
i through him might be saved. John iii. 17. JT came, the universe. 
ly purified for an entrance into the immediate pre- | not to judge the world, but to save the world. Jobn | 
y | xii. 47. That in the dispensation of the fulness of 


times, he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on 
earth, even in him.” Eph. i. 10. And what should I 
say more? For the time would fail me to quote you 
the numerous testimonies of Christ and his apostles, 


the restilution of all things since the world began. 
Wherefore, seeing we are compassed about with 
so great a cloud of inspired witnesses, let us lay 
aside every human tradition which are deceptions 
that eafily beset, and dreadfully bewilder and per- 
plex us, and run with patience the race set before 
us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 
our faith, and not to Calvin, Arminius, Hopkins, and 
other blind leaders of the blind, who are the authors 
of unbelief, because they the authors of cen- 
tradietion, and of such absurdities as darken the 
minds, and harden the hearts of their adherents. 
Having given my views, relative to the doctrine of 
regeneration, and of the new or spiritual birth, I 
shall here conclude my present address to my fel- 
low sinners; but if God permit, { shall ina subse- 
quent communication endeavour to go on a more 
perfect or more general view of the cheracter and 
work of the Saviour of the world. In the mean 


ire 


|time I ask the favour, that whatever appears like 


unnecessary repetition.may be attributed to a desire 
to be understood,and deficiencies in composition, to 


a situation in life not permitting a study of that sci- | 


ence, As Ihave felt it my duty and privilege to tes- 
tify to the things, which I trust I have been truly 
taught to know, as belonging to the everlasting 
peace of a lost world, with all humility, I subscribe 


myself, 
WITNESS. 
a 
For theGospel Herald. = 
Universalism on a Broad Scale. 


“ For the creature (or creation) was made subject 
to vanity (imperfect) not willingly (or wantonly) but 
by reason of him (Christ) who hath subjected the 
same in hope” God created all things by, and for 
Jesu@C€ lirist. Col i. 16. Heace, we may fairly infer, 
that they are through him subjects of hope. “ Now 
hope maketh not ashamed ;” this hope extends. be- 
yond what we at present see, for to our shame, we 
now see our imperfections, but blessed be God, the 


| providence, and influencing by his Spirit. God has 
Cat one will, which will must effect the great objec; 


Of the creation under God’s watch care. The 
whole creation is like a tender infant under the tus. 
tering care of a kind nurse,and wholly dependent or 
God; who supplies the wants, and affords protec 
tion to all. But man, like the froward child, is igno 
rant, and murmurs at the government of his Make: 

Third. Of the present impertect state of creation 
It was subjected to vanity. And the whole creation 
| groaneth and travaileth together in pain, waiting 

be delivered. It must be remembered, that though 
Goa’s will as to his final design can never be irus 
trated, yet all that bears (he name of sin is opposed 
to his will; hence ihe existence of alaw forbidding 
sin. This law is according to bis will, and by 
consequence, sin must be against his will; this ts « 
strong argument, and supported by reason and 
Scripture, why God will make an end of sin. God’ 
will is to make bis creatures finally happy. ‘To bx 
happy, they must be holy; for str and misery ar 
cause and consequence. 

Fourth. The tinal perfection of the whole, must 
result as an inevitable consequence, “ by reasou oi 
(or in consequence of the redemption of) bim, who 
hath subjected the whole in hope. Because the crea- 
ture (the whole creation) itself also shall be deliy 
ered from the bondage of corruption into the glori- 
ous liberty of the children of God.” The apostle 
likewise informs us, in bis epistle to the Ephes. i. 11 
that ‘God worketh all things alter the counsel of his 
own will, And 1 Timothy ii. 4. That he will have 
all men to be saved (first) and (then) come to th: 
knowledge of the truth.” From which I infer, that 
God never works in his decrees or providence, 

' against the salvation of any man; but for the saiva- 
tion of aun. Therefore, Scripture and reason both 
| teaches, that God's plan is good ; and he being Al- 
“mighty, it must be accomplished. God has declared, 
' that ‘ he has no pleasure in the death of the sinner.’ 
The death of the sinner, therefore, makes no part 
of the plan of Infinite Wisdom. God has pleasure 
| in salvation; therefore,salvation, and not the reverse, 
‘shall reign and triumph. Hence, it appears to me 
blasphemous, to say, that sin and misery will be 
endless; for it is fighting against God, under the 
dusky banners of hell. The archives of heathenish 
idolatry cannot furnish a more gloomy and repug 
nant doctrine, than the modern doctrine of endless 
| torments, which is dishonourable toa merciful God, 
‘and chilling to the soul of every benevolent man 
But this foul stain will be wiped away and effaced 
| from creation, by the manifestation of the God ol 


death, by which we must be transformed into the , things we now see are temporal, and the things not love, the Saviour of the world. Then shall “ all 
likeness of him, wie is our tite, and made personal- | seen are eternal, Now there is a prospect in Christ | nations whom God hath made come and worship 
ly the partakers of his hioliness,is alike indispensable | of immortality and glory; and in us, a desire for) before him, and glorify his name.” Calvinists, con- 


to those who believe in this life, and those who do | 
not; or, io other words,—there is no difference xs to | 
the certainty of eternal life, between those who be- 
lieve in this life, and those who do not, but that 
the former are brought to the } nowledge of their be- 
ing heirs to their heavenly inieritance sooner than 
the fatter; who will know noting, either of their 
heirship or inheritanee, until they are ushered into 
the possession ant enjoyment of them. It must be ae- 
knowledged, that he who give himself a ransom 
for all, to be testified 4. Que time, will be as able to 
eveal his glory in thuze to whom it has not been his 





the same; so that by our union in, and with Christ, 
the prospect in him, and the desire in us, are mar- 
ried, and become hope, sure and steadfast. Thus 
we are subjected in hope. Let this serve as a pre- 
liminary introduction to the subject, as follows. 

First. Of God the Creator, Redeemer, and Com- 
forter. 

Second. Of creation under the watch-care of 
G 


od. . 

Third. Of its present imperfection. 

Fourth. Of its final perfection, under the per- 
fecting hand of God. 


trast this Bible system, with the delusion of you 

sect; and this glorious result, with the miserable 

issue of Your corrupt principles; and in the con- 

trast behold your condemnation,—for you have 

chosen darkness rather than light, because your 

deeds are evtl. "" 
MYSTICUS. 

_—— 


To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 
Those who know little of the foundation of our 





faith, decry the doctrine of the equal goodness o! 








God, as a principle leading tu licentiousnesa, My 
oresent design is net to gainsay a declaration be- 
craying Sv Much igavrance of our common motives 
to action, but merely to exhibit the testimony of 
ope whom the mulutude esteem orthodox, in con- 
trast to the pretended insulliciency of its opposite 
doctrine to promote its intended effect. If by their 
own confessiva, the sear of never-ending misery 
will neither restrain meu from vice, nor inciée them 
to virtue,it might be well to pause, and inquire,whe- 
ther the docirwe is indeed of God, or merely of 
man's invention. The quotation to which | allude, 
js found in the works oi the Rev. Phomas Scott, 
author of acommentary on the Bible, and is as fel- 
lows:— 

“ Aud yet facts undeniably show, that men ven- 
ture upvu sin, even with the threatening of everlast- 
ing masery sounding in their ears; nay, with the 
treamviing apprehension of it dismay ing Lheir hearts; 
for Lavine, a> well as human laws, are weak through 
the /lesh; and with ali their sanctions and barriers, 
are unable to affix boundaries to the swelling ude 
of human depravity.” 1 shall trouble you with oue 
other quotation from the same author, which | can- 
not reconcile with the latter part of the former. 

in speaking of God, he says,“ His character, as 
there delineated, Comprises all pussible excellence, 
Without any intermiature; bis daws and ordinances 
aceord to his periections; his works and dispen- 
selions exhibit them. ; and all his dealings with bis 
creatures,bear the sta:pp of Infinite wisdom, power, 

ulice, purity, truth g»vdness, and mercy, barmo- 
viously dispiayed.” 

I will ealy add, what a pity it is, that the laws of 
an Ommipotent,wise, just, auc good God, shuuld be 
so weak through the jlesk, as tu iau ullimately ia 

heir iuieuded object ! 


MENTOR, 
REMARKS. 


We think the cogitations of Mentor are deserving | 


of consideration, The doctrine of never-ending 
torment 1s based alone upon the foolish supposition, 
that suffering is indispensably necessary to lead men 
to repentance, and tu deter the repentant from the 
commissivn of fresh crime and transgression. There 
is not in nature a greater coutradicuun and absurdi- 
ty; nor is it possible to conceive of a contrast 
greater, than is exhibited in the difference between 
this monster in orthodory, anu the doctrine taught in 
the Seriptures. ‘The Scriptures declare, that “ The 
goodness of Gud leadeth to repentance.” And the 
motive there assigned for loving and serving God,jis, 
not to escape his vengeance,—but, * We love him be- 
cause he first loved us!!!” 

We seriously ask the teachers of this abominable 
absurdit,, i’ they wish to have their children obey 
and love them froin the fear of a whipping; or, from 
gratitude for the love and affection which they cher- 
ish towards them ? 

if clergyiwen who preach this miserable doctrine, 
were to carry «a whip, instead of money, into the 
markets, and tender castigation in exchange for the 
provisions they wanted, we think their consistency 
and success would equal their present threatening 
bargains, whieh they (to use their own words,“ in 
God's stead”) make irom their pulpits! 

—<>- 


Religious Intelligence. 


We notice with pleasure, at the request of a cor- 
respondent at Preston, Conn. the organization of a 
society of believers in the salvation of God for a 
lust world, by the name and style, of the “ United 
Society of Christian Friends,” composed of mem- 
bers froin the towns of Norwich, Preston, and Gro- 
ton, at Norwich, Conn. 

This Society was organized October 19th, 1820, 
and commenced under circumstances highly en- 
couraging to its members, and honourable to other 
denominations; who with a liberality becoming the 
charity of those who name the name of Jesus, 
manifested their faith by their works, and with a 
generosity as honourable as rare, accommodated 


their dissenting brethren with their houses of wor- | 
cous, | Jobn ii. 1.) will not come unto you 


ship. May ihis spirit of love and harmony continue 
to increase, and its influence extend, until all bitter- 
ness, and wrath, and evil speaking be done away ; 
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and heaven-born charity, gentle, and easy to be en- 
treated of, fil! every bosom, and warm, with the fire 
of devotional love, every heart. 

Rev.Edward Mitchell,pastor of the United Society 
of Christian Friends” in this city, was present, and 
performed the religious duties on this occasion. He 

reached to wiiling and attentive audiences in the 
Methodist Church, at Norwich-landing ; in Rev. Mr. 
Strong’s Church, in Norwich; and at Groton, Poc- 


quetanoc, and Jewet’s city, &c. 
_ ‘Th@ friends of truth have abundant cause to re- 
joice. Their cause is the cause of the universe. It 


is of God; and therefore cannot come to nought. 
It stands in high and incomparable pre-eminence. | 
It has the prayers of its enemies,—the faith of its 
friends, and the power of Omnipotence for its sup- 
port. Not a Eaivinist but prays, “ Thy will, O 
God, be done!’ Not an infidel but must acknow- 
ledge,—* This is good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Saviour ; who will have all men to be saved, | 
and come to the knowledge of the truth.” 1 'Timo- | 
thy ii. 3, 4. 


CONTROVERSIAL. | 


——________ | 
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Answer to the Sincere Inquirer. 
( Continued.) 


_ What has been already said, fully answers the 
interrogations of tue Editer, but as we are on an im- | 





un you.” 


in. 
~* 


prove the world of sin, of righteousness, and of 
judgment to come. John xiv. 16. and xvi. 7, ®@ 

When Paul reasoned of temperance, righteousness, 
and of judgment to come, this Spirit of truth (verse 
13) made Felix tremble. Doubtless it was the spi- 
rit of propheey, (Rev. xix. 10.] operating on his 
mind, and foretelling by its impression on his heart, 
that warned Felix of his unfitness and unprepared 

ness for judgment to come! Solemn and awful as- 

size! It was the same Spirit that beareth witness 
with the spirits of those, (who by hearing, believing 
and obeying it, become reconciled,) that beareth 
witness with their spirit that they are the children 
of God; and that it shall be well with them, when 
they go hence, and are seen of men no more. For 
this spirit, (which knoweth the things of God,) gives 
them to feel that futurity shall be pleasant to them ; 
and they behold, as in a glass, how it shall be with 
them, when time shall be no more. “ If ye love 
me, keep my commandments; and [ will pray the 
Father, and he shall send you another Com/orter, 
that he may abide with you for ever; even the Spi- 
rit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, be 

cause it seeth him not, neither knoweth him. But 


_ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and shall be 


Here we should notice, that the visible 
Comforter with them, promises to come and be 
their spiritual Comforter in them for ever; provided 
he went away externally, and took out of the way 
and nailed to the cross the hand-writing of erdi- 
nances, and put away the sins committed under the 


portant Lopic we will proceed. The gospel dispen- | law, “ by the sacrifice of himself,’ as before observed, 
sation is “ @ ministration of the Spirit,\according to | and returned internally, as the Lord, a quickening 
2 Cor. ii, Christ and his disciples preached that the Spirit, the second Adam, 1 Cor. xv. 45. the law o! 
kingdom of heaven spoken of by Daniel) was at the spirit of life, to free [his receivers} from the law 
hand. chap. ii. v. 44. lo Matt, xvi. 28. he said, There | of sin and death. Rom. viii. 2. This discourse of 
are some standing here, who shall not taste of death, Christ is another proof, that Jesus was “made un 
ull they see the Son of man coming in his king- der the law” an outward covenant, to terminate a 
dom.” Christ Jesus was the heir, (Mat. xxi. 30.)' shadowy dispensation, avd introduce his new testa 
yetin his incarnated condition under the law, Paul ment, new covenant, kingdom or gospel administra 
says, “ he difl-red nothing from a servant, though tion of the Spirit. These things prove, that the doe 
he was Lord of all.” Gal. iv. Me was made under trine of completed Universal salvation, by the exter 
the law to redeem them that were under the law from nal advent of ‘God manifest in the flesh,’ is neces- 
its servitude and bondage; to end a shadowy dispen- sarily incorrect, and wofully misapprehended by its 
sation, and introduce“ he ministration of the Spi- | adherents. 
rit,” which is the dispensation of the guspel. 10th. The Editor continues his interroga 
Agar is the bond-woman or first covenant, and tions, and requests decsription (I suppose he means 
gendereth to bondage; and Paul calls the law,| demonstration) that the new covenant spoken of, by 
(or mount Sinai,) 4gar. Gal. iv. Christ Jesus came Isaiah is the ght, that enlightens every man’s con- 
to liberate from this bondage, and declared, that he) science; and that this [light or] seed is the kingdom, 


was not sent (in his external advent) to any but to) 
the Jews, who were under the yoke of bondage. 
Matt. xv. 24. Therefore, before his crucifixion, he 
sent none of his disciples to preach to the Gentiles, 
for he“ commanded them not to go into the way 
of the Gentiles, er into any city of the Samaritans, | 
but to go rather to the lost sheep of the house of | 
Israel ;” and to preach, not that his kingdom, or 
dispensation of the Spirit, was yet come; but that 
it was athand. Mat. x.5,6. This kingdom com- 
menced, when “ the partition wail [between Jew | 
and Gentile} was broken down;” Christ having 
{says Paul to the Galatian churches} redeemed 
| us from the curse of the law, that the blessing of 
Abraham might éome on the Gentiles through Je- | 
sus Christ; that we might receive (what:) the pro- | 
mise of the Spirit through faith.” Gal. ii. 13, 14. | 
From these quotations we may see, that the blessing 
of Abraliam which was to come on the Gentiles [or | 
nations} was the promise of the Spirit through faith.” | 
Rom. iv. 13, Aiter Abraham had patiently endured, | 
he obtained the promise. Heb. vi. 15. And this pro- 
mise of the Spirit or ministration of it, was w aited | 
for and received by the disciples of Christ. See| 
Luke xxiv. 49. Acts i. 4. ii. 33. See also Jobo xiv.16,| 
26,27. xv. 26. xvi. 7. 
Jesus tuld his disciples it was expedient that he | 
should go away, as to his outward presence, to end 
the law, and the sins against the law, by the sacrifice 
of himself; -o that he might come again in his spi- 
ritual kingdem of the new covenant as the Spirit o! 
truth or Comforter, For he said to them, “ It is ea- 
pedient for you that | go away: for if I ge not 
away, the Comforter, {iv Greek Paracleton, which 
is transiated advocate, and is Christ Jesus the se 
ut if 


i (as to this outward presence} depart, I will send 








him unto you. And when he is come, he will re- 


and that this seed is Christ. 

“ins. The Lord (Isa. xlii. 1.) speaks of his elect, 
who is the Messiah; and in verse 6, says,—* I will 
keep thee, aud give thee for a covenant of the people, 
for a light to the Gentiles, to open the blind eyes, 
&e. Luke confirms this, [chap. ti. 52 | and testifies, 
that Christ Jesus is the Light, and good old Simeon 
saw it in the spirit of prophecy, and prophesied 
John chap. i. declares, this light enlightens every 
man that cometh into the world. This truth is sup- 
ported by Isa. xlix. 6. ‘I will give thee for a light 
to the Gentiles, that thou [as a light to be believed 
in and obeyed] mayest be my salvation to the ends 
of the earth.” Isa. xl. 3. says, “ The Gentiles shal! 
come to thy light,” Se. | will give thee fora cove- 
nant, &c. Isa. xlix. 8. ‘Phisis evidently not spoken 
of the first and outward coming, but Christ’s inter 


nal coming; for the pew covenant is internal. Heb 
vill. 10. The old covenant and atonement were ex 
ternul. THEOPHILUS 
(Ie be continued.) 
ANSWER, 


Theophitus tn his eighth paragraph, says, “ This 
kingdom. [the gospel, or Spirit.) commenced when 
“the partition wall between Jew and Gentile was 
broken down.” And his directions to his disciples, 
was“ to preach, wot that his kingdom, or dispensa 
tion of the Spirit was yet come,” Ke. Now, read 
his declaration, in proof that the coming of Christ 
did not save all men,—“ and Jesus confirmed this 
doctrine, by saying, he was sent, only to the lost 
sheep of the honse of Israel.” Compare these de- 
clarations with the following,—* Christ was not a 
Mediator of the old testament, he is the Mediator 
of the new,” &e. Now, again read Theophilus’ de 
claration, in his fifth paragraph,—“ The redemption 
performed by Jesus in his outward coming, was the 
salvation of the Jews from an outward covenant, 
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law, &ec.” Reader, the apostle declared, “ We have | creature in 20th, 21st, and the words whole creation, ; it “ was established upon better promises.” What 
seen, and do testify, that God sent his Son to be the | in the 22d verses, are of the same extenswe import. | were the first promises? Ans. “ Do this and liye.” 


Saviour of the world!” Theophilus is avery ac- 
commodating controversialist; he does not give us 
the trouble to confule him,—he is so obliging he 
does it himself!!! 

Theophilus commences his ninth paragraph thus, 
“ Jesus told his disciples it was expedient that he 
should go away, as to his outward preseuce, lo end 
the law, and the sins against the law, by the sa- 
crifice of himself: Now we say, that Jesus said no 
such thing! In proof,we give Theophilus’ own quota- 
tion,---“It is expedient for you that | go away; for if I 
go not away, the Comforter, &c. willnot come.” The 
reader will compare the declaration of Clirist and 
Theophilus, and supersede the necessity of further 
comment. The Comforter, or Spirit of truth, Theo- 
philus speaks of, testifies of Christ,—we presume 
John was influenced by this Spirit, when ne said, 
“* We have seen and do testify that the Father sent 
the Son to be the Saviour of the world.” This 
Comforter, or Spirit, Christ said, “ should reprove 
the world of sin, because they believed not on him.” 
We ask Theophilus, would this Spirit reprove the 
world of the sin of unbelief, if the world belteved 


the testimony of John? Namely, that “ the Father | 


sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world?” And 
the declaration of Christ,—“1 have finished the 
work thou gavest me todo?” Will Theophilus pre- 
sume to answer this in the afirmative? If he does, 
he denies the positive testimony of Christ and his 
apostles! If he answers in the negative, we give him 
joy,—we must congratulate him on admitting the 
truth,—the salvation of the world,—and saved too, 
by the first coming of Christ in the flesh! We in- 
form ‘Theophilus, the reason that Felix trembled, 
was, because he was an unbeliever,—the Scriptures 
declare, that “ faith works by dove ;” and that per- 
fect love casteth out fear!” Had Felix believed that 
Christ was the ‘ Saviour of the world,’ he would 
have rejoiced, not feared; for his own salvation 
would have followed of necessity. 


Theophilus in his ninth paragraph, likewise says, | 


of Christ, after his going away, that he “ returned 
internally as the Lord, a quickening Spirit, the se- 
cond Adam, (1 Cor. xv. 45.) the law of the Spirit of 
life, to free (his receivers) from the law of sin and 
death.” Rom. viii 2. Here again has Theophilus 
refuted himself. In thisvery paragraph, Theophi- 
lus declares, that Christ “ went away as to his out- 
ward presence, fo end the law, and the sins against 
the law,’’—Now, he says, “ Christ returned inter- 
nally as the Lord, a quickening Spirit, &c., to free 
his receivers from the law of sin and death!” It 
seems Theophilus was not quite positive that the 
first coming of Christ freed men from the law and 
from sin,—for he makes Christ do it over again! 
Theophilus in his confusion, quotes 1 Cor. xv. 45. 
and this proves as clear as the noonday sun, that he 
is inan error of the grossest kind. hee to read 
the connexion to the passage you have quoted, to 
the conclusion of the chapter; you will find by re- 
curring to the 52d verse, the time of the coming of 
Christ,—the 50th verse declares, “ that flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither 
doth corruption inherit incorruption,—5ist, Behold, 
I show youa mystery; We shall not ail sleep, but 
(what? dns) we shall all be changed!” We ask 
Theophilus, Do you believe, ‘we shall all be changed?’ 
And if so,—Do you believe the change shall be 
from corruption to incorruption, and from mortality 
to immortality? If so, we again congratulate you! 
See 53d verse. 

We request the attention of Theophilus, to his 
quotation from Rom. viii. 2. “For the law of the 
Spirit of life IN Christ Jesus (not in me) hath made 
me re from the law of sin and death.” Please to 
look at the connexion, Theophilus? It reads thus,— 
“For what the law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin condemn- 
ed sin in the flesh, that the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit” We ask Theophilus, to con- 
sider his own remarks relative to the law, and the 
py a emg the 18th to 25th verses inclusive 
of this chap. with 1 Cor. xv. 45 to 56 verses. You 
will please to notice, that in Rom. viii. the word 


| We ask Theopliius,—see 20th verse, Was the “ whole 
creation made subject to vanity, &c. (or sin in the 

flesh,) and subjected in hope ?” if so,—will they 
|not be detewered, When Paul in the 24th verse de- 
‘ clares, “ For we are saved by hope: and explains,— 
|“ but hope that is seen is not hope,” &c. And by 
| John, who says,“ We have seen and do testify, that 
‘the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
worid? is it not the salvation of the world by Christ, 
which they do not see? And will not they be saved, 
who “ shall be delivered from the bondage of cor- 
ruplion into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God?” Will not this deliverance take place at the 
time mentioned by Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 49th to 53d 
verses inclusive ? And is that time, the coming you 
coutend for in the flesh, the corruptible body in this 
natural life? You, Theophilus, and Paul, disagree 
widely,—examine whether you are in the faith,— 
vot o. Barclay,—but of Christ !!! 

“ These things (says Theophilus] prove that the 
doctrine of completed Universal salvation, by the 
external advent of ‘God manifest in the flesh, is 
necessaruy incorrect, and woefully misapprehended by 
its adherents.” Reader, we appeal to you! What 
do you think ‘ these things prove?’ Christ, when he 
came in his external advent, declared, that he “ came 
to save the world,’—bvut Theophilus declared, that 
he came tu end the law! Now we believe Christ; 
and are quite willing to * wofully misapprehend’ the 
crooked notions ot Barclay and Miss Guivn, &c., 
which appear to be the‘ man of Theophilus’ coun- 
sel” If thisis objected to, we reply, the Scriptures 
quoted afford him no evidence,—nay more,—they 
condemn his hypothesis altogether! 

Theophilus in his paragraph, number 10, says, 
“ The Editor continues his interrogations, and re- 
quests description || suppose he means demonstra- 
— that the new covenant spoken of by Isaiah is 
the light, that enlighteneth every man’s couscience ; 
and that this (light or) seed is the kingdom, and that 
this seed is Christ.” Now we are not offended,but we 
feel deep regret on witnessing this perversion of our 
answer to Theophilus, see Number 19, page 75, at 
the conclusivn of the 3d column, where we interro- 
gated Theophilus thus,---“ We, ask Theophilus, 
where he obtained his authority for calling Christ 
the flesh; and describing him |Christ] as made un- 
der the outward covenant to end a shadowy dis- 

ensation’? And to describe the new covenant, which 
feaiah speaks of, to be nothing more than a light in 
every man’s conscience ; and to declare, that this is 
the seed of the kingdom, and that this seed is Christ?” 
Reader, suppuse this were admitted, on what 
ground would Theoplilus stand? Recollect, he 
says Christ is a light in every man’s conscience 
Now, every man is ali men; and he quotes Lsaiah 
xiii. 1, 6. “ 1 have put my Spirit upou him; he shall 
bring forth judgment to the Gentiles, &c., and give 
thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the 
Gentiles.” Isaiah xlix, 6. “ i will also give thee for a 
light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salva- 
tion to the ends of the earth,” Isaiah xl. 3. And he 
adds, “ This is evidently not spokeh of the first and 
outward coming, &c.” We request Theophilus to 
compare Isaiah Ixi. 1, 2, 3. “ The Spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me; because the Lord bath 
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; 
he hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives,” &c. Compare this 
with you: quotation in Isaiah xiii. 6,7. and with 
Luke ti. 20. of Simeon’s declaration, “ For mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation,’ and with Luke iv. 16, 
to 21st verses. The 2lst verse declares, “ This day 
is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears.” Now read 
the declaration of Theophilus,—* This is evidently 
not spoken of the first and outward coming,” &c. 
Christ said “ this day,”---What day? dns. The 
day when Christin his first coming read the pro- 
phecy in question! Simeon said, “ mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation!” Not mine eyes have seena 
“ light in every man’s conscience.” ‘Theophilus then 
quotes Heb. viii. 10. The concluding words of this 
covenant are, “ For I will be merciful to their un- 
righteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will 
I remember no more.” The 6th verse informs us, 
that Christ is the Mediator of this covenant, and that 





| Reader, this is Theophilus’ covenant!!! And al 
| though he says, the first covenant or law is ended; 


he still contends for its penalties, and promises no 

thing, except on obedience to its commands. We 
request him to read on,—look at the next, the jx. 
and the following, x. chap. “ Neither by the blood of 
goats and calves, but by his own blood, he entered in 
once into the holy place, having [in the past tense} 
obtained eternal redemption for us. For by ONE 
offering he hath perfected torever them that are 
sanctined.” Keader, now look at Theophilus’ de 

claration,---“ This is evidently not spoken of the 
Jirst and outward coming of Christ,’ &c. Reader, if 
you have the smallest doubt remaining, relative to 
the falsity of Theophilus’ doctrine, that the salva- 
tion of men depends upon, and ts eyected by, the 
second coming of Christ, and that his first coming 
effected NOTHING! read what follows,---Heb. x 
12, 15, 14. “ But this man, after he haa ofered one 
sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down on the right hand 
of God, from henceforth expecting [will he be dis- 
appointed ?} till tis enemies be made his footstoo! 
For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them 
that are sanctitied |’ 

Quere. is the‘ Christ in every man’s conscience,’ 
the Ubrist who sat down on the right hand of God? 
And will those who are perfected and sanctified, be 
made miserable without end? 

(To be continued.) 
—< 


To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


In looking over No. 28 of the Gospel Herald, in 
my communication, i find a mistake ; whether un- 
intentional or otherwise, | wish to have it corrected 
‘Lhe subject on which | am concerned to treat is of 
tov much importance to be lightly treated, or turned 
intu ridicule. The words “ darkness covers the face 
oi the mighty deep,” being alteved to the * mighty 
dupe,” render the sense ridiculous. But I will allow 
such a mistake might have happened uniotevtiona! 
ly, trom: the make of the ces appearing like a u. 

Please to notice this mistake in the next Number, 
and obhge, 

An ImparTiaLis?. 
ANSWER. 

In the communicaiion, the word printed dup: 
Was legibly writien dupe, vot deep. Our impression 
atthe lime Was, thal tae writer considered the injfi- 
del to be a dupe to his Jouy, anuthat darkness, or 
error, aS a COUusequence, Covered his juce. “Lhe 
circumstances Were such as to make any apology 
vb our part unnecessary 5; aud this ougtit im justice 
to be cuousidered as periecitly gratuitous. 

— ea 


To Correspondents. 


The many commuuications on hand, makes it 
necessary for our correspoudents, whose favours 
are ior Lhe present withleld from the pubiic,io exer- 
cise the pauence. “i hey shail be published in the 
order they Were received. 

it has been necessary to omit for the present, the 
Expostiion ot Luke xvi. As soon, however, as the 
communications on hand will admit, it will be re- 
sumed. 

_*,* Mentor, andJ. C. in answer to Pothos’ genealo 
gical quesiion, are received, aud willbe pubiished in 
(heir turn. 

All communications forwarded the Editor per mail, to 
be published m this paper, mus. be* post paid.” City 
correspondents are informed, thal a letter box is placed at 
(the entrance of the ufhce vi the Gospel Herald, 98 Gold 
Direet, tor the reception of their Communications. 

—_—e 


NOTICE. 


Persons wishing to subscribe for this paper, are re. 
spectiuliy requested to call at No. 454 Pearl Street, 
where a subscription is open, aud where they can ob- 
tain the Numbers from the first. 


Errata. 


In Number 28, p. 115, 1 Col. 39 line from the top, for 
dupe, read . 
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